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2021 was certainly a challenging year but also a successful one for TRC. 

The continuation of the COVID-19 pandemic meant that many of our on-site programs 
were curtailed, as most of our staff worked from home. The pandemic brought more 
visitors to Riverwood as they experienced the wonders of nature and the benefits to their 
health and well-being of walking the trails and enjoying the gardens. We were encouraged 
by the many residents who used our virtual programming throughout the year for 
Education and Discovery. A big thank you to the staff for their excellent work using 
technology when they couldn’t be available in person.

Within the organization we experienced many changes at the management and board 
levels. After Douglas Markoff retired in March, we were fortunate that Robin Haley-Gillin 
was able to serve so capably as our Interim Executive Director. Our Search Committee, 
chaired by Heather Shaw, did superb work in recruiting our new Executive Director, 
Sara Wilbur-Collins. Since June, Sara has provided effective, creative leadership for 
the organization and has built strong relationships with the community and funders, 
especially with staff of the City of Mississauga. I am especially delighted that she has been 
successful in now getting heating in the barn and ensuring the pond reclamation project 
is proceeding. We also welcomed Taya Kehler to the new position of Gardens Coordinator.

In late August we were shocked by the sudden death of Kevin Sherwin. For over 10 years, 
Kevin devoted his amazing energy, knowledge, and networking skills to advance TRC 
throughout the city and beyond. We mourn this huge loss and vow to continue his legacy. 

Building on David Irwin’s ideas for the future of TRC, the Future Directions group, led 
by Alan Lytle, developed a 10-year concept paper which the board and staff have now 
endorsed. A long-serving member of the Executive Committee, Dave also contributed 
sound fiscal oversight in Finance, Audit, and Fund Development. His term on the board 
ends this year. Other valued board members, Paul Taylor and Steve Hoscheit, resigned 
this year for health and work reasons. Pamela Kiez retired as our Community Events 
Officer. We appreciate their work and wish them well. 

I want to thank all our board members, staff, volunteers, members, and funders for their 
contributions to TRC over this past year. It has been a privilege and an honour to work 
with such a supportive and dedicated team.

Carolyn Sherk
Chair of the Board of Directors
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Since the outset of the COVID-19 pandemic, our lives have been marked by one 
constant: change. Consistency and predictability have been at a premium, and 
all of us at The Riverwood Conservancy had to get used to being fluid. We’ve 
navigated changing circumstances, and we’ve dealt with loss, both contentedly 
planned and painfully unexpected.

It’s been just over ten months since I assumed the role of Executive Director at 
TRC. As we bid a happy retirement to Douglas Markoff, who so skillfully guided the 
organization since 2004, it has been wonderful to see so many dedicated students, 
participants, and volunteers return to programs as safety permits. 

Then in August, we learned of the sudden passing of one of Riverwood’s leading 
supporters, Kevin Sherwin. Kevin was a member of TRC’s Board of Directors for 
over a decade, and served as Chair of the Board of Directors for five years during 
that time. As difficult as it was come to terms with Kevin’s passing, his friends 
and loved ones can take solace in the fact that I still hear from members of our 
community who express their gratitude for his contributions to Riverwood.

Every time I walk alongside the Credit River – which continues to be one of my 
favourite perks of the job – I’m reminded of the quiet strength of nature, the sort 
of strength embodied by our staff, volunteers, members, and donors. The people 
who keep Riverwood ecologically healthy, visibly beautiful, and accessible to the 
community have shown tremendous adaptability in a year that demanded it.

To all of our supporters, thank you for helping us maintain the fluidity to face 
another turbulent year, and come out of it with the wonderful successes that 
you’ll read about in the following pages.

Sara Wilbur-Collins, CFRE
Executive Director
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2021
Highlights

40+
Species of native 

plants chosen for the 
Pollinator Paradise

50+
Guests welcomed 

to Jingtamok, 
the Riverwood 

Indigenous Social

400%
Increase in visitors to the 

Riverwood property in 
2021 compared to 2018

1,588
Images of flora 

and fauna spotted 
at Riverwood and 

submitted on 
iNaturalist in our 
first ever BioBlitz

5,800
Hours of 

volunteer service 
contributed to 
TRC programs 

and events

338
Students in special education 

classes served through
Enabling Garden programs
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11,975
In-person and live virtual 

participants engaged

152
Community-based 
programs offered 

32K
Views of virtual 

program content

As we began 2021, it was unclear what the year 
would look like for community engagement. 
We were fortunate to continue to engage with 
our community members from Mississauga and 
participants from around the world through 
virtual content. Regardless of barriers created 
by COVD restrictions or geographic distance, we 
utilized digital platforms that let us connect with 
people and explore nature in a non-traditional 
way. This included various presentations from 
experts in the field, nature trivia nights, and 
virtual forest bathing.

Of course, nature is better in-person. As our 
on-site programs adapted to ever-changing 
regulations, we noticed an overwhelming 
feeling of excitement and relief from programs 
participants who returned to Riverwood. 
It was clear just how important our nature 
programming was for our community’s 
wellbeing. Our event calendar started to look 

an awful lot like it did pre-pandemic, with 
programs every week and new topics and 
speakers throughout each month! Seasonal 
outdoor programs included beginner birding, 
the salmon run, forest bathing, and wildflower 
walks. We also welcomed the return of 
workshops, including Ecopsychology and 
Nature Photography. We continued to offer our 
programs at accessible rates, including free 
or discounted rates for TRC Members; we so 
appreciate their support!

Our most significant event of 2021 was the 
Fall BioBlitz, which saw over 40 participants 
contribute nearly 1,600 observations of plants, 
animals, and insects at Riverwood. Through 
this citizen science project, we were able build a 
database about the state of our flora and fauna 
populations, which will help us monitor the 
impacts of climate change at Riverwood.

Stephanie Keeler
Community Program Coordinator
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Plants

Riverwood’s natural areas have proven to be 
increasingly important to our community since 
the beginning of the pandemic. Our trails and 
gardens saw more visitors than ever before. That 
means we had find a balance between protecting 
Riverwood’s wildlife, managing invasive 
species, and creating new areas for the public 
to safely and respectfully engage with nature.

One of those new areas opened in 2021 – our 
Pollinator Paradise Garden. This 1,100 square 
foot garden was designed and installed in 
the middle of Chappell lawn, and boasts 
over 40 species of native plants which were 
chosen to support the endangered Monarch 
butterfly, attract hummingbirds, and serve 
as host plants for other native pollinators.

Through the efforts of our staff and volunteers, 
and a particularly industrious beaver, our 
forests and wetlands are providing habitat 
for an increasing number of species. In 2021, 
lucky Riverwood visitors may have caught 
a glimpse of our resident groundhog, heard 

Derek Stone
Conservation and Program Manager

coyote pups howling, saw one of our massive 
snapping turtles, or spotted an owl.
We’ve also welcomed new volunteers, and 
welcomed back so many of our experienced 
volunteers, who collectively made up a 
tremendous team that supported conservation 
activities, citizen science initiatives, 
research opportunities, special committees, 
education programs, and events. 

As we adapted our programs to varying levels 
of COVID-related restrictions, our volunteers 
adapted seamlessly along with them. Over the 
course of 2021, 475 volunteers contributed 
over 5,800 hours of service to TRC. Without 
this tremendous commitment to giving back, 
we would have been able to provide so many 
programs and services to the community.

The pandemic hasn’t stopped us from doing 
what we do best – protecting Riverwood’s 
wildlife, and creating opportunities for everyone 
in our community to engage with nature.

Maria DeVuono-Wallace
Volunteer Coordinator

Taya Kehler
Gardens Coordinator

600
Invasive species 
managed in 2021

12
Wildflowers planted 
around Riverwood

475
TRC volunteers 

engaged in 2021

and
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Schools and community groups had limited or 
no ability to visit Riverwood in 2021, so TRC’s 
education team developed a range of virtual 
programs that brought nature to students 
from K-12 and individuals with special needs. 
Over the course of 2021, we delivered 160 
virtual programs from the field, Chappell 
House, and the MacEwan Field Station. When 
COVID restrictions eased and groups could 
once again visit Riverwood, we developed 
programs to keep our participants safe 
while they experienced nature first-hand.

Enabling Garden

We partnered with Heart House Hospice to 
develop and deliver an on-site therapeutic 
horticulture series for bereaved families. 
A group of young women who go by the 
name, “The Goldenrod Girls” enjoyed 32 on-
site programs that saw them plant, weed, 
water, and harvest fresh produce that was 
donated to the Compass Food Bank.

Education Naturally

Our educators connected with private and 
homeschool groups to deliver 17 in-person 
programs to 294 students, including a newly 
piloted off-site series for Kaban Montessori 

Catherine Wassmansdorf
Education Program Manager

School. Public and Catholic elementary 
classes not permitted to visit Riverwood 
for field trips in 2021, but they still turned 
to TRC for 72 virtual programs, provided to 
130 classes, reaching 3,182 students (and 
any parents who were listening in). We also 
partnered with Visual Arts Mississauga to 
produce an Art Naturally video workshop for 
elementary students that reached 180 classes.

LEADS (Leadership in Environmental 
Achievements through Diversity and Skills)

Virtually, 47 LEADS programs – including the 
Geography of Riverwood, Sustainability of 
the Credit River, Trigonometry, and Retreat 
in Nature – were delivered to 1,700 students. 
In the fall, it was a delight to welcome 12 
in-person classes with 294 students back 
to Riverwood for on-site programs.

160
Virtual

programs 
delivered

3,182
Elementary students 

reached through 
Education Naturally

1,700
Secondary students 

reached through 
LEADS programs

NatureNurtures

“The Enabling Garden let us experience the 
beauty of nature and learn how to cope with 
grief, and made sharing not as sad as it would 
have been if we were in a virtual meeting.
– Enabling Garden program participant



As at December 31, 2021

2021 2020
ASSETS
CURRENT
Cash and cash equivalents $ 654,162 $ 615,169
Accounts receivable 54,874 75,319
Harmonized sales tax receivable 8,383 7,196
Prepaid expenses 6,334 520

723,753 698,204

Capital assets 33,212 28,173
$ 756,965 $ 726,377

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities $ 67,865 $ 83,412
Deferred contributions – operating 236,439 240,506
Deferred contributions – capital  11,426 -

315,730 323,918

NET ASSETS
Operating Reserve 419,449 374,286
Capital Asset Reserve 21,786 28,173

441,235 402,459
$ 756,965 $ 726,377

Statement
of Financial
Position



2021 2020
OPERATING RESERVE
Balance, beginning of year $ 374,286 $ 329,191
Excess of revenues over expenditures for year 47,085 45,095
Transfer (1,922) -
Balance, end of year $ 419,449 374,286

CAPITAL ASSET RESERVE
Balance, beginning of year $ 28,173 $ 22,307
Excess of (expenditures over revenues) revenues over expenditures for year (8,309) 5,866
Transfer  1,922 -
Balance, end of year $ 21,786 28,173

Statement of Operations
For the year ended December 31, 2021

Operating 
Reserve

Capital Asset 
Reserve

Total
2021

Total
2020

REVENUES
Grants $ 983,202 1,839 985,041 661,301
Government assistance 61,516 - 61,516 240,302
Donations 123,980 - 123,980 134,386
Events, fundraising, and sponsorships 53,208 - 53,208 50,637
Program fees 27,195 - 27,195 15,945
Honoraria 480 - 480 1,000
Other revenue 15,353 - 15,353 10,944

1,264,934 1,839 1,266,773 1,114,515

EXPENDITURES
Administration 174,534 - 174,534 97,324
Amortization - 10,148 10,148 5,866
Communications and marketing 6,572 - 6,572 5,075
Fundraising 20,247 - 20,247 9,803
Program expenses 94,920 - 94,920 28,230
Purchased services 87,222 - 87,222 92,072
Salaries and wages 834,354 - 834,354 825,184

1,217,849 10,148 1,227,997 1,063,554

Excess of revenues over expenditures
(expenditures over revenues) for year $ 47,085 (8,309) 38,776 50,961

and Changes in Net Assets



Many thanks to our major contributors and partners

An agency of the Government of Ontario
Un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

Guardians of Riverwood | $100,000+
City of Mississauga
Ontario Trillium Foundation

Guardians of Riverwood | $50,000+
Suncor Energy Foundation
Government of Canada
Scotiabank

Guardians of Riverwood | $25,000+
Consecon Foundation
National Science and Engineering 
  Research Council
Anonymous (1)
Credit Valley Conservation
Scotts Canada

Sunshine Circle | $10,000+
Anonymous (2)
Climate Impact Fund
The Frank Fowler Foundation
Community Foundation of Mississauga
Weston Forest
TD Friends of the Environment Foundation

Pollinators’ Circle | $5,000+
Anonymous (1)
University of Toronto Mississauga
  Centre for Urban Environments
Armstrong Milling Co Ltd
The Marion Ethel and Frederick 
  John Kamm Foundation
The J.P. Bickell Foundation

Gardeners’ Circle | $1,000+
Anonymous (1)
Patricia Kluge
Capra’s Kitchen

Rotary Club of Mississauga
John Percy
Laurie Pallett
Whole Foods Market - Ontario Support Office
Sherilyn Ketchen
Fielding Environmental
Hancock Van Alstyne Family Fund
Scott Funeral Home
Carolyn Sherk
Cloverleaf Garden Club
Ulrich Krull
Catherine Doehler
Stantec Consuting Ltd.
Suzanne Graham

Riverwood Supporters | $500+
Anonymous (3)
Suzanne J. Roy
Luke Gillin Fund
Charles Brown
Heather Shaw
Greg Laverty
Beth Jones
MGC Mercantile Inc.
Douglas Markoff
Marcia Gifford
Linda Holmes
Arthur A. MacDonald
Gayle & Paul Taylor Fund
Staff of Mississauga Symphony Orchestra
Franca Vettese
William Gula
Jan Goddard

Thank you to all of the individuals and 
organizations who contributed in 2021!
For a full list of the year’s donors, please visit 
theriverwoodconservancy.org/supporters.

2021Supporters
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You can bring our vision of a community that lives in harmony with nature 
to life. Support us today at theriverwoodconservancy.org/donate or email 
philanthropy@theriverwoodconservancy.org to discuss your giving plans.

Registered Charity No:
BN889418034RR0001


