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“
The Riverwood Conservancy The Riverwood Conservancy 
is my favourite place to bring is my favourite place to bring 
kindergarten students. The staff kindergarten students. The staff 
are engaging and kind, and they are engaging and kind, and they 
deliver age-appropriate content deliver age-appropriate content 
while exposing my class to new while exposing my class to new 
vocabulary and concepts. It is vocabulary and concepts. It is 
wonderful to know that programs wonderful to know that programs 
and places like this exist in Peel.and places like this exist in Peel.
I sincerely thank you!I sincerely thank you!

- Jennifer Logan- Jennifer Logan
  Early Childhood Educator  Early Childhood Educator
  Churchville Public School  Churchville Public School



When the COVID-19 pandemic hit home in March 2020, we 
couldn’t have predicted just how much it would affect our education, 
gardening, and conservation programs, or for how long. As the 
lockdowns extended and masks and social distancing became 
the norm, two things became clear: Our natural space was more 
important than ever in providing solace for children, adults, and 
families in need of a break from the indoors; and The Riverwood 
Conservancy would have to adapt to serve our community.

Our staff made the move to working from home, with some 
members occasionally coming to the property to manage essential 
tasks like animal care. We embraced technology and developed 
virtual programs for broadcast on Zoom, Facebook, and YouTube. 
Those programs kept the public connected to nature at a time when 
they needed it most, and introduced The Riverwood Conservancy 
to new audiences of all ages, backgrounds, and abilities. Our Board 
of Directors revised our strategic plan to fit with the realities of life 
impacted by COVID.

In addition to the changes brought on by the pandemic, we 
navigated changes in personnel. We welcomed back Tim Pickering 
as our Treasurer. Long-serving staff members Jane New, Robin 
Haley-Gillin, and Jane De Cheverry retired. And just after 2020 
ended, Douglas Markoff announced his retirement after 17 years as 
Executive Director. Douglas helped build TRC into the organization it 
is now, and we will miss his thoughtful, caring, dedicated leadership. 
We wish him the best in his retirement, which incidentally led to 
Robin’s temporary return to the organization to fill the role of Acting 
Executive Director until a permanent candidate is selected.

Resilience was our maxim last year, and the generosity of our 
members, donors, and supporters helped us maintain that resilience 
through a tumultuous 2020. We know the year ahead will still 
bring challenges, but our resolve to protect the local environment 
and provide our community with meaningful connections to nature 
remains intact – and we couldn’t do it without you.

Thank you for your ongoing support of The Riverwood Conservancy. 

Resilience in theResilience in the

Carolyn Sherk
Chair of the Board of Directors

time of COVIDtime of COVID



2

20202020

1616

Enabling Garden Enabling Garden 
programs delivered to programs delivered to 

community groupscommunity groups

216216

419419 500500

4,4004,400
8686

Wildflowers planted Wildflowers planted 
around Riverwoodaround Riverwood

Secondary Secondary 
students earned students earned 
volunteer hours volunteer hours 

at After Class at After Class 
@ Riverwood @ Riverwood 

programsprograms

Nature Babies Nature Babies 
participants participants 

(double that if you (double that if you 
count the babies)count the babies)

Volunteer hours Volunteer hours 
contributed to our contributed to our 

programs and eventsprograms and events

Observations recorded Observations recorded 
by park visitors in our by park visitors in our 
first-ever BioBlitzfirst-ever BioBlitz

HighlightsHighlights
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DeliveringDelivering

DigitallyDigitally
NatureNature

10K10K
Video views on Video views on 
virtual eventsvirtual events

51K51K
Unique website Unique website 
visitors in 2020visitors in 2020

947K947K
Total reach on all Total reach on all 
Facebook contentFacebook content

Adapting our Discovery@Riverwood 
programming to the realities of COVID meant 
shifting our offerings to a mix of webinars, 
recorded videos, and small in-person events 
when public health guidelines allowed. 
And the results were outstanding. Going 
digital put our programs in front of new 
audiences who craved a taste of nature after 
spending so much time indoors. Over 2,500 
participants engaged live in our 65 virtual 
and in-person programs.

Expanding our audience meant diversifying 
our programs. We reached out to like-minded 

partners to craft engaging presentations on 
timely topics like mental health and climate 
change, and nature-based programs geared 
for seniors and newcomers to Canada.

We ended the year on a high when we hosted 
our first-ever Winter BioBlitz to encourage 
citizen science, safe outdoor exercise, and 
nature exploration during a season that 
often drives people indoors. Our December 
BioBlitz garnered over 400 observations of 
nearly 150 species of flora and fauna.

Stephanie Keeler
Community Program Coordinator

““
Your presenters are Your presenters are 
engaging, well-organized, engaging, well-organized, 
and informative. The and informative. The 
hosts (celebrities in my hosts (celebrities in my 
book) make everyone feel book) make everyone feel 
welcome and take the welcome and take the 
time to answer questions time to answer questions 
from the community. I from the community. I 
have learned so much. We have learned so much. We 
are lucky to have you in are lucky to have you in 
our community!our community!

- Robin O.- Robin O.
  Program Participant  Program Participant



4

Visitors, Volunteers,Visitors, Volunteers,
and Ecological Vitalityand Ecological Vitality

COVID restrictions made it impossible 
for our usual scores of volunteers and 
corporate groups to take part in conservation 
activities, so we had to prioritize our work 
to ensure the health of Riverwood’s natural 
areas. We managed the most threatening 
invasive species populations, planted 
over 500 native wildflowers through 
our Native Plant Propagation Program, 
and kept pace with trash removal.

All that work to protect our natural space 
happened during a time when Riverwood 
saw twice as many park visitors compared 
to 2019, as people sought escape from sofas 
and screen time. It’s wonderful to see so 
many people appreciating wildlife, but our 
spike in visitors came with the challenge 
of keeping all those visitors on the trails.

We’re grateful for all the volunteers, 
members, and visitors who modelled 
terrific trail etiquette this year by staying 
on designated paths, keeping pets leashed, 
picking up litter, and allowing Riverwood’s 
wildlife to roam safe and free. Thank you 
for being such an important part of what 
we do, and for your continued enthusiasm 
for Riverwood’s natural areas. We’re all 
looking forward to hearing more about your 
wildlife sightings in the coming years!

Derek Stone
Conservation and Program Manager

So much has changed around us, and so 
quickly, because of COVID, but one thing 
that remained constant in 2020 was the 
dedication of The Riverwood Conservancy’s 
volunteers. While we navigated from 
one lockdown to the next, I received a 
consistent stream of calls and emails from 
volunteers who wanted to know when they 
could safely return to the park to resume 
their duties. Our volunteers were always 
looking for a way to help out and bring 
their unique abilities, experiences, and 
backgrounds to our environmental efforts. 
We’re incredibly grateful for that passion, 
even though public health guidelines made 
it impossible for us to put that passion 
to work for long stretches last year.

Although most of our volunteer 
activities were put on hold, nearly 
800 volunteers still contributed over 
4,400 hours of service to our education, 
conservation, gardening, administrative, 
and events departments. Thank you to 
all our volunteers for your support. 

As we make our way through 2021, we will 
continue working to make the volunteer 
experience at Riverwood the best it can 
be, while still keeping the health and 
safety of our volunteers top of mind.

Maria DeVuono-Wallace
Volunteer Coordinator
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Teachable MomentsTeachable Moments

The education team started off 2020 
thinking that the teacher strike affecting 
schools in Peel Region was going to be our 
biggest challenge – and then COVID hit. 
Because of those two obstacles, hosting 
in-person programs was difficult at 
times, impossible at others. But our team 
persevered and pivoted, providing virtual 
connections to nature and on-site programs 
in the windows when it was safe to do so.

When our Education Naturally Teacher, 
Erin Farrow, returned from maternity leave 
in the fall of 2020, she brought forward 
an idea that would connect Riverwood’s 
youngest visitors to nature. Our Nature 
Babies program gave infants (up to 18 
months) and their caregivers a chance 
to gather safely outdoors and explore 
the wonders of Riverwood. The Nature 
Babies program served 86 participants 
and their infants across 12 sessions.

The pandemic left the parents of young 
adults with special needs without many 
of their key support programs – but our 
Enabling Garden was there to fill the 
void. We met a group of young women, 
who dubbed themselves The Goldenrod 
Girls, and engaged them in therapeutic 
horticulture activities. The Girls created 

Catherine Wassmansdorf
Education Program Manager

artwork with natural objects, decorated the 
MacEwan Barn with paper poppies ahead 
of Remembrance Day, and planted bulbs in 
anticipation of spring. The Enabling Garden 
delivered a total of 16 programs to The 
Goldenrod Girls and a variety of groups 
from Community Living Mississauga.

Based on Retreat in Nature, one of our 
LEADS (Leadership in Environmental 
Achievements through Diversity and 
Skills) programs, we created a Google 
Earth experience that let students explore 
Riverwood and learn about our local 
ecosystems from the safety of home.

When COVID restrictions eased in the fall, 
we welcomed 216 secondary students who 
contributed over 400 hours of volunteer 
stewardship work, including testing water 
samples, collecting GPS data, removing 
invasive species, and cleaning up litter.

And when our Education staff weren’t able 
to run programs, they became ambassadors 
for The Riverwood Conservancy. Our 
staff sparked conversations (from a 
safe distance and with masks on) with 
park visitors to offer information about 
birding, biodiversity, and trail routes.

510510
Virtual Retreat Virtual Retreat 
in Nature viewsin Nature views

900900
Park visitors Park visitors 
engaged withengaged with
TRC ambassadorsTRC ambassadors

22
Indigenous culture Indigenous culture 
events to advance events to advance 
reconciliationreconciliation



Many thanks to our major contributors and partnersMany thanks to our major contributors and partners

An agency of the Government of Ontario
Un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario
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2020 Supporters2020 Supporters

Guardians of Riverwood | $100,000+
City of Mississauga
Ontario Trillium Foundation

Guardians of Riverwood | $50,000+
Scotiabank
Suncor Energy Foundation 

Guardians of Riverwood | $25,000+
Anonymous (1)
Credit Valley Conservation
Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board
Natural Sciences and Engineering 
 Research Council of Canada
Scotts Canada Ltd

Sunshine Circle | $10,000+
Armstrong Milling Co Ltd
Climate Impact
Community Foundation of Mississauga
Frank Fowler Foundation
Gillian Lien-Robinson
J.P. Bickell Foundation
Johansen Larsen Foundation
Laidlaw Foundation

Pollinators’ Circle | $5,000+
Anonymous (1)
The Marion Ethel & Frederick John 
Kamm Charitable Foundation
Patricia Kluge 
Suncor Energy Inc 
University of Toronto Mississauga 
 Centre for Urban Environments
Weston Forest

Gardeners’ Circle | $1,000+
Arthur & Carol MacDonald
Carol Aziz
Charlie & Pat Brown
Fielding Environmental
Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation
Greater Toronto Airports Authority
Hancock Van Alstyne Family Fund
John & Maire Percy
Krantzberg Great Lakes Consulting
Laurie Pallett
Mark & Patricia Davis
Park People
Rajesh Bhayana
Scott Funeral Home
Steve & Lynn Hoscheit
Suzanne Roy
The Riverwood Conservancy
 Endowment Fund 
Ulrich Krull

Riverwood Supporters | $500+
Anonymous (3)
Carolyn & Allan Sherk
Cloverleaf Garden Club
Colin & Wilma Mason
Innovo LLP
Judith Harris
Luke Gillin Fund
Marcia Gifford
Mark Van Alstyne
Monarch Wealth Corporation
Rudy Mendez

Thank you to all of the individuals and 
organizations who contributed in 2020!
For a full list of this year’s donors, please visit 
theriverwoodconservancy.org/supporters.
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StatementStatement
of Financialof Financial
PositionPosition

Year Ended December 31, 2020

2020 2019
ASSETS
   CURRENT
   Cash and cash equivalents $ 615,169 $ 473,487
   Accounts receivable 75,319 49,583
   Harmonized sales tax recoverable 7,196 15,526
   Prepaid expenses 520 654

698,204 539,250
   Capital Assets 28,173 10,385

$ 726,377 $ 549,635

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
CURRENT
   Accounts payable and accrued liabilities $ 83,412 $ 49,000

NET ASSETS
   Program fund 390,221 263,236
   Garden fund 49,042 16,077
   Capital fund 28,173 13,732
   Operating fund 175,529 207,590

642,965 500,635

$ 726,377 $ 549,635



8

Year Ended December 31, 2020

Restricted

Program
Fund

Garden
Fund

Capital
Fund

Operating 
Fund

Total
2020

Total
2019

Revenues

   Grants $ 497,542 23,786 - 231,347 752,675 895,529

   Government assistance 188,646 8,073 - 43,582 240,301 -

   Donations 39,254 8,325 - 86,807 134,386 113,676

   Events, fundraising, and sponsorships 16,000 31,500 - 3,137 50,637 178,012

   Program fees - - - 15,945 15,945 89,848

   Honoraria 1,000 - - - 1,000 14,382

   Other revenue 3,010 - - 7,934 10,944 16,857

745,452 71,684 - 388,752 1,205,888 1,308,304

Expenditures

   Administration 69,927 6,173 - 22,223 97,323 113,287

   Amortization - - 5,866 - 5,866 3,243

   Communications and marketing 331 50 - 4,693 5,074 3,338

   Fundraising - - - 9,808 9,808 91,895

   Program expenses 25,913 329 - 1,988 28,230 127,250

   Purchased services 54,445 3,259 - 34,368 92,072 117,585

   Salaries and wages 468,572 28,908 - 327,705 825,185 813,728

618,188 38,719 5,866 400,785 1,063,558 1,270,326

Excess of revenues over expenditures
(expenditures over revenues) for year 127,264 32,965 (5,866) (12,033) 142,330 37,978

Interfund transfers (279) - 20,307 (20,028) - -

Balance, beginning of year 263,236 16,077 13,732 207,590 500,635 462,657

Balance, end of year $ 390,221 49,042 28,173 175,529 642,965 500,635

Statement of Statement of 
Operations and Operations and 
Changes inChanges in
Net AssetsNet Assets



@yourriverwood@yourriverwood



Registered Charity No:
BN889418034RR0001

You can bring our vision of a community that lives in harmony with nature 
to life. Support us today at theriverwoodconservancy.org/donatetheriverwoodconservancy.org/donate or email 
philanthropy@theriverwoodconservancy.orgphilanthropy@theriverwoodconservancy.org to discuss your giving plans.


