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Collective Accomplishments

Samara

The Newsletter of The Riverwood Conservancy

was a remarkable year for The Riverwood
Conservancy. We grew our audiences and moved

forward in programs in environmental education, natural areas
stewardship, gardening and volunteerism due to the collective
efforts of volunteers, staff, and Friends. Here are the metrics.

750
16,423
4,400
6,000
4,837

240

386

2,311

63,768

7,500

volunteers
hours contributed by volunteers
hours contributed by garden volunteers

guests explored nature in Discorery(@ Rivenbood

students learned environmental science and our inter-

connections in Education Naturally and Exploration
Naturalty, bringing the toral to 19,737 since 2005

students interpreted nature through art in 4z
Naturally, a program partnership with Visual
Arts Mississauga

programs offered

special needs ErinoakKids in Camp Riverwood
Friends of Riverwood

new bird species observed, adding to a total of 181
stewardship events held to improve wildlife habitat

high school students gardened and stewarded
Riverwood

hours contributed by high school students
students volunteered for the last three summers
tmes our Facebook news-feed was viewed

sculptures created and displayed by Hotbox
Riverwood artists

trees, shrubs, perennials, bulbs planted

85,000

189
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8
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dollars raised to build the TRC Enabling Garden
thanks to Friends

new gardens created: TRC Enabling Garden, Iris,
Carolinian and Front Fntry

new MacEwan Terrace Garden opened by the City of
Mississauga

Guests at the 10" Earth: A Celebration

dedicated directors, and

exceptional full and part-time staff

Thanks to the considerable efforts of the Fund Development
Committee and its volunteer members, TRC was able to
financially sustain our programs and services. TRC extends

a special thank-you to our members, partners, donors and
sponsors, and the generosity of:

City of Mississauga

Credit Valley Conservation

Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board
Evergreen Foundation

Frank Fowler Foundation

Ontario Trllium Foundaton

Peel District School Board

Pendle Fund at the Community Foundation of Mississauga
Private benefactors

SconaMcLeod and Scotabank

Scotts Canada

Service Canada

Thank you all for supporting YOUR Riverwood Conservancy.
We look forward to an equally successful 2012 making a
difference in Mississauga,

Donglas Markaff, Fixecutive Director
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Looking Forward to a Year
of Challenging Growth

20 1 2 promises to be. another exciting and challenging

year for The Riverwood Conservancy. Now that the
MacEwan Terrace Garden is substantially complete we can expect
this development to attract many more visitors to Riverwood to
explore and enjoy this unique facility. In the second quarter we
also expect to ‘launch’ The Riverwood Conservancy Enabling Garden
— the first capital funding project successfully undertaken by the
Conservancy. Active recruitment of a Coordinator for the Enabling
Garden 1s currently underway with a view to having programs in
place for a successful launch of this facility in the second quarter.
In addition, we will continue to focus on our existing stewardship,
environmental education, gardening and volunteerism programs in
accordance with our Long Range plan.

oF, - = i i - -

Concept illustration of The Riverwood Conservancy Enabling Garden

These initiatives will involve additional challenges for our staff
and volunteers. For example, if the MacEwan Terrace Garden is to
achieve its full potental it must be able to offer visitors both a
welcoming environment and garden interpretive services. To help
achieve this we are currently collaborating with a number of other
local volunteer groups to develop a manual that will be used to
train volunteer docents who will be able to provide such services.
The overall objective of the collaboration is to support the City
of Mississauga in the operations of the MacEwan Terrace Garden
including garden programming and garden maintenance.

The Riverwood Conservancy Enabling Garden is also going to require
volunteer resources. Clearly, when added to our existing gardens,
stewardship and other programs, these new initiatives are going to
place substantial additional demands on our volunteers. However,
based on the commitment and contributions our volunteers (ie.,
Robin’s Army) have consistently demonstrated, 1 have no doubt but
they will rise to the challenge. As Riverwood - and the Conservancy
- continue to grow these are the kinds of challenges that we will
embrace and run with.

Martin Robinson,
Chair, Board of Directors

2011 Gardening Highlights

2011 was once again a very productive and enjoyable year for

the gardeners at Riverwood.
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The Chappell House and Front Entry Gardens were
tended by five teams of enthusiastc volunteers and
high school students. They worked diligently to make
sure that the beds were full of colour, well tended, and
showed interest throughout the spring, summer and fall.
The Carodinian Woodland and Teaching Garden enjoyed
new trees and shrubs, planted by various corporate
groups and members of Credit Valley Horticultural
Society. Hundreds of Carolinian perenmals completed
the garden in May.

A new Iris Garden created in the summer will have

a colourful display as the plants become established.
Thank you to Dean Sane for plants generously donated.
The Edible Garden, created by the Wednesday
gardening team, filled the circular stone planter on the
Chappell House Terrace. Many smaller containers
around the property displayed an inspiring mix of
vegetables and herbs and garnered much interest.

The Front Entry Gardens were rejuvenated by the
Monday gardening team with many new perennials able

to withstand the demanding conditons of this area. This
created a welcoming display at the entrance to the park.
-rlllf‘ I-‘;ﬁuf!(l"}{g (r‘{i}?’f‘tfﬂ \L"'i”l ||'llf ['I(,,'\N'].\' Cf,)ﬂ‘j]_l’u(ftﬂ'(]

Maliwen Garden was the largest undertaking with

specially designed planters and the vision to create 4 place
where all members of the community can experience the
joy of gardening,

First Edible Garden created by Martha Kantorczyk

A smcere and heartfelt thank you all Gardens Commuttee
members who work so enthusiastically on each new project

and to the gardening volunteers and city staff who help

bring those dreams to fruition.

Linda Morrir
Chair, Gardens Commiliee
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Wildlife Reflections in 2011 - The
Rabbit’s Tail

We can’t help but wonder about climate change
here at Riverwood, after all one of the themes
of the park’s education programs is “Time and
Change”. There is no question that the area

we know as Riverwood has changed over the
historical time period. Tt was a forest, a farm
and now is a mix of cultivated gardens and
naturalized landscapes. But how much of this
change reflects the human influence and how
much is due to a changing climare?

There is no clear answer as both are ongoing
factors. What we can do 1s look at the wildlife
of Riverwood. Cottontail rabbits are common
today but 300 years ago they were absent from
the archeological record of the area (indeed
southern Ontariol). This was during a period of
time known as the Litte lce Age when much
of Furope and Northeastern North Ametica
was experiencing a very cold spell. Cottonrails
are a Carolinian species and they prefer milder
climates. The cold loving snowshoe hare bones
are common in the archeological sites from the
period.

Cottontails
returned to South
Ontario sometime
in the 1800% as the
climate gradually
warmed. If they
were (o vanish
from our region
again, then that
might be a clue

Cottontails at Riverwood

about a cooling
climate. But what
species might
indicate a warming trend? Deer and coyote are
generalists and adapt well to changes in climate.
Indeed there are few mammal or bird species
that indicate climate change.

Insects are a betrer indicator and mosquitoes
are one of the best. Recent research has shown
that different species of mosquitoes have very
specific tolerance levels. When malaria arrived
in North America 500 years ago, various
strains were kept at bay due to mean winter
temperatures. Mosquitoes are known carriers
of the malaria virus and the West Nile virus
and the arrival of new diseases carried by them
might be one of the best (or worst) indicators
of climate change. Frankly, we'd prefer rabbits.
Dave Tayior, Education Program Director/ Consutiant

Conservancy

Pathways to Careers
n 2011 The Riverwood Conservancy introduced a new secondary program,
After review by the Peel District School Board and the Dufferin Peel
Catholic District School Board, we have initiated a program to help high school
students experience environmental science careers through hands-on activities.
This Pathways to Careers program is designed to work with secondary teachers in
Cooperative Education, Career Studies, Business Studies and Guidance.
Students will explore careers such as environmental technician, biologist,
ecologist and wildlife management. Students will enjoy hands-on practical
training at the Riverwood site with classes that use technologies and skills to
enhance their understanding of these carcers on a new level. Programs can be
tailored to the needs and interest of the particular class.
For more information please contact Laura Fanthome, Secondary Science
Teacher at 905-279-8099 or explore@theriverwoodconservancy.org,

Scotts Canada employees participating in stewardship activities.
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Special Events Committee Annual Report 2011

he Special Events Commuittee certainly had another busy
but enjoyable year in 2011. Time flies by, when you are
having fun, so it is said.

March we participated in the Successful Gardening Show at
the International Centre. With the help of Riverwood volunteers,
we were able to speak to numerous visitors about the park, our
programs and achievements, a successful start to the year.

April 11th, our AGM was held. Members were updated on
the progress of Riverwood, which included a fascinatng talk by
guest speaker Dan Schulze on “Diamonds”.

Winners of the 2011 Volunteer Awards, from left to right Howard Hall,

Karen Stephenson of Scotts Canada, Joyce Tran, Robin Haley-Gillin, Volun-

teer Coordinator, Linda Mansfield, Dawid Pavanel, Randy Attwood

April 29th, our major Fundraiser, Farth: A Celebration was
celebrated at the Oasis Convention Centre in Mississauga for the
10th year. Members, friends and guests from the corporate world
enjoyed a wonderful evening, mixing and mingling with celebrity
horticulturists, Denis Flanagan, Liz Primeau and Paul Zammit.
Sway Jazz Trio played in the background and we were delighted
that Mayor Hazel McCallion could join us, kindly praising The
Riverwood Conservancy for the tremendous contribution that
everyone had made to support Riverwood Park. The silent and
live auctions and our Monarch Butterfly Mystery bags were very
well received. Thank you for the generous donations of many
local merchants, businesses, our own members and the Board of
Directors. The donation of the “Naming Rights in Perpenuty”
for a very beautiful day lily produced by Jack Kent, owner of The
Potting Shed in Cayuga, was part of our Ive auction and we
thank him for his continuous support.

In July a patio party was hosted on the back terrace of
Chappell House for our members. With beautiful weather,
everyone enjoyed the camaraderie, the food and the music by the
Sway Jazz Tno.

Finally on October lst, we participated in Doors Open
Mississauga with guided tours of Mawan Terrae Garden, TRC

Enabling Garden, Chappell House and various trails. The weather did
not co-operate and it was a very cold day resulting in a disappointing
turnout. Heartfelr thanks to all the volunteers and the Mississauga
Master Gardeners for all their enthusiasm and hard work.

In closing [ wish to express my sincere thanks to the members
of the committee, the staff of The Riverwood Conservancy,
the Executive Director, Douglas Markoff, and the Board of
Directors. Without their support, these events would not have
happened.

Shirley Daniels, Chair, Special Events Commitiee

Discover Riverwood
Spring is in the air. There is more to discover at Riverwood
Park with the advent of H[):‘ing. l".xlatfril.:m:c: rnigr;llm‘_\' and
resident birds as they sing away their winter blues and woodland
creatures as they attract mates and establish territories, Each
year, The Riverwood Conservancy offers over 200 community
education programs through their Diseery(@Riverwood ininative.
This seasonal events program started in 2009 as a joint venture
between The Riverwood Conservancy and the Credit Valley
Conservation along with support from Scotts Canada.
Diseovery(@ Rivernood features astronomy nights, bird hikes, health
walks, gardening workshops and family friendly evenrs year
around. Most of these events require registration and are [ree
for the public, Our audiences have steadily grown each year
with a record number of 5,753 people coming into the park and
participating in Discovery(@ Riverwosd events in 201 1.

So, if you are new to Mississauga or a life-long resident
looking to connect with nature, Discovery(@ Riverwood
offers a wide range of programs and workshops. This
quarterly events calendar is found on our website www.
TheRiverwoodConservancy.org, Don't forget to become our
friend and join us on Facebook and Twitter and we look forward
to seeing you with vour family and friends and discovering the
glory of Riverwood Park.

Madeha Khatid, Business Development and Marketing Coordinator

UTM professor Dan Schulze's workshop on Geology of Riverwood



TRC Grows More Than Just Flowers!

n 2011, almost 750 volunteers contributed over 16,420 hours to the operations

of TRC. This represents a growth of over 38% in a year’s time in terms of

the actual number of volunteers. The biggest areas of growth occurred in the
education programs and the gardens. But what do the numbers really mean?

2011 Volunteer Hours Distribution

Communications
2%

Committees
5%

They mean that our

gardening teams worked 2011 Volunteer Hours Distribution
r.i:clessly from MHY IUI'.lt-lJ EV{?TTLS essensnasts bbesrssanresrremrssnnarnssrrrasanerres VET
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Mississauga. Gardening

committees researched, provided feedback and improved the plans for both the

TRC Enabling Garden and MacEwan Terrace Garden. The Edwcation Naturally team

delighted thousands of children with the amazing narure in the park. Companies
sent employee teams to help enhance the natural beauty of Riverwood by
reducing invasive plants and planting the Carolinian Garden. Secondary school
students received their community service hours and enjoyed making a real
difference in their community. TRC was able to do all these things because of
volunteers’ shared ideals, ideas and hard work.

Volunteers deserve to be thanked, so the Volunteer Commirtee planned and
coordinated two recognition events: the Garden Tea Party and the Volunteer
Celebration. Record numbers of volunteers came to these events and hopefully
went away with the knowledge that their rime and talents are valued. We look
forward to working with all volunteers next year and welcoming new volunteers
to the ranks,

Robin Hatey-Gillin, Volunteer Coordinator

Full Circle

By Rita Schulze

Red-tailed squirrel

The first day after the heavy equipment
left the new TRC Fnabiing Garden
construction sight, I was waiting at the
parking lot for the children to arnve

by school bus, when who should come
prancing by but Mrs, Coyote.  Her
presence was disdainfully heralded by
the many vigilant squirrels (safely, from
their treetops) as she trotted north along
the Historical Traill. She was, no doubt,
checking out the old hunting grounds
from her younger days, prior to the arrival
of all of the noisy machinery. Since that
time, she and her friends have been noted
scampering about the property (as they
once did prior to the coming of the TRC
Linabling Garden). "I'he deer have also
been seen walking closer to the former
construction area. Spring will tell if the
toads return to the pond, daring to cross
the concrete stretches once covered 1n
soft grass. Their journey will be more
perilous with fewer places to camouflage,
but under the cover of darkness, most
likely they will prevail. As time goes on,
the younger creatures will replace the
older, learning their ways and continuing
in the journey of life. I too will pass

my knowledge on as our newest staff
complete the circle of learning with the
many children vet to visit our beautiful
property and learn to love the natural
world that abounds here at Riverwood.



Donors & Contributors 2011
TRC is very grateful for the contributions of products and services from these generous donors in 2011:

Mountain Equipment Co-op Springbank Greenhouses

Alan & Kathy Lytle

Alice Fazooli's

Allabout Services
Applied Electronics Ltd
Apricot Tree Café

Art Gallery of Ontario
Barbara Martin

Blue Sky Nursery
Brampton Flight Centre
Brian Packham

Brogue Irish Pub

Candra Schank

Canyon Creek Chophouse
Catherine Wilson
Cellex-C International Inc
Charles & Pat Brown
Chatsworth & Hall Ltd
Christa Adler

Circus Chocolates

City of Mississauga

Clair de Lune Store
Clarkson Pump & Patio
CMW Partners

Connon Nurseries
Costco

Craigleith Ski Club

Credit Valley Conservation

Creditview Animal Hospital

Funders 2011

Cullinan Jewellers

Dan Salisbury

Danier Leathers

David & Anne Taylor

Dean Sane

Dolores Adams

Donato Hair Salon

Douglas Markoff

Douglas Saunders

Edenwood Consulting

Edward Davies

Enza Unique

Fern Ridge Landscaping

Gail Maclntyre

Gail Krantzberg

Gary Hall

Gina Stavenjord

Glenerin Inn

Global Pet Foods

Godiva Chocolates

Gro-Bark

Hamilton Sod

Hauser Co.

Hazel McColl

InterActica Solution

Irwin Address

Jack Kent, The Patting
Shed

Judi Parker

Lailey Vineyard

Landplan Collaborative

Landscape Ontario

Laura Kingsbury

Lee Valley Tools

Linda Mansfield

Linda Pizzale Hairstyling

Living Arts Cantre

Liz Primeau

Mariposa Cruises

Mark Cullen

Martin Robinson & Gillian
Lien-Robinson

Mary Elaine Muszynski,
Interior Decorator

Mary Morton Tours

Mayor Hazel McCallion

Mentor College

Michael Angelo’s Market

Michaels' Hair Body Mind

Milestones

Mississauga Greenhouses

Mississauga Library

Mississauga Master
Gardeners

Moalinara’s Catering

Morrison Trading Co.

Naguib Kerba

National Ballet of Canada

Nina Barabas
Oscardo Inc
Patricia Kluge

Stratford Shakespearean
Festival

Studio B3 Fitness

Studio Erdmute

Support Tech Systems

Pepparwood Restaurant Ltd Sushi Tei Japanese

Philip Stuart

Piatto Bistro

Pottery Extravaganza
Pumphouse Grille

Restaurant
Suzy Shier Clothes
Sytske van der Veen
Tiny Guy Treats

Richard & Jean Stackhouse Tri-City Roller Girls

Rina Lawley
Robert Bateman
Robin Haley-Gillin

University of Toronto,
Mississauga
Vanhof & Blokker Ltd

Royal Astronomical Society Vineland Nursery

of Canada
Roval Ontario Museum
Rusty Kuhis
Saje Vital Signs
Salon Loco Mation Ltd
Sarah MacDonald
Scotts Canada Ltd
Shaw Festival
Sheridan Nurseries
Shirley Daniels
Snug Harbour
Soulpepper Theatre

TRC is very thankful for the generosity provided by these supporters during 2011:

280th Mississauga Girl
Guides

Alan MaclLean

Alan & Kathy Lytle

Allison Sheppard

Ann & John Hildred

Anonymous

Applewood Friends

Applewood Garden Club

Applied Electronics Ltd

Arthur MacDonald

Barry & Alverna Metcalfe

Baxter Corporation

Beta Sigma Phi

Brian Davenport

Brian Packham

Bruce Carr

Canadian Horticultural
Therapy Association

Carole Berry

Carolyn Sherk

Chancery Mendez Holdings

(Canada) Ltd
Charles & Pat Brown
Christine MacDougall

Christopher & Linda Morris

City of Mississauga

Claire Krantzberg
Colin & Wilma Mason

Graham Fox

" Howard Hall

Credit Valley Conservation  Human Resources and

Credit Valley Horticultural
Society

Cynthia Potopsingh

David & Anne Taylor

David & Linda Leeder

David & Robina Archibald

Dawn Yeates

Dean Sane

Debbie Luciani

Diane McCullough

Diane Stafford

Donald Chalmers

Douglas & Susan Saunders

Douglas Markoff

Dufferin Peel Catholic
District School Board

Edgardo de la Fuente

Edward & Olwen Davies

Elaine Smyth

Florence Abbess

Fred & Anne Ketchen

Garry & Sharon Watson

Gary Prenevost

Geoff & Judi Parker

Skills Development
Canada

lan Hoare

Jack Spence

James & Mary Jane Miller

Janice Ekeland
Jennifer Storer-Folt
Jerry Crawford

John & Marie Percy
John & Pam Huether

John & Donna McGlone
Julia Moore

Kevin Saldanha

Keyser Mason Ball, LLP
Kimberlay Oly

Laura Hummel

Lesley Evans

Linda Pizzale

Madeha Khalid
Margarat Ramsay
Marilyn Hurst

Marilyn Mendez

Mark Cullen

Martha Kantorczyk &
Pablo Dominguez

Martin Rabinson & Gillian

Lien-Robinson
Mary Jane Miller
Mary McDonald
Michelle Damota

Mississauga Central Lions

Club
Monarch Wealth Deposit
Group Inc
Newhouse Rusin
Nick & Rita Novielll
Dasis Caonvention Centre
Paul Zammit

Peel District School Board

Peter Hodgkinson
Philip Stuart
PricewalerhouseCoopers

Richard & Jean Stackhouse

Rina Lawlay

Robert E. Laker

Robin Haley-Gillin

Ron & Elaine Starr Family
Foundation

Ross & Pauline Campbell

Sarah MacDonald

Scotiabank

Visual Arts Mississauga
Waterside Inn
Wesltdale Flarists
Whiteoak Ford Lincoln
Wild Birds Unlimited
Withafly Tackle Shop
York University

Z'Anne Keele

ScotiaMelend

Scotts Canada Ltd

Sean James, Fern Ridge
Landseaping

Sharlene Hardwar

Sheldon Leiba

Sheridan Nurseries

Sherwood Digital Copy

Shirley Daniels

Stephanie Grant

Stephen & Krystina
Holinski

Stephen Balke

Steven Hemphill

Sytske van der Veen

Frank Fowler Foundation

Ontario Trillium Foundation

Pendle Fund at the
Community Foundation
of Mississauga

University of Toronto,
Mississauga

Vigen Ngo

VPl Mississauga
Assessment Centre

William Brown

XPV Capital Corporation



THE RIVERWOOD CONSERVANCY Condensed Financial Statements

Condensed Balance Sheet as at December 31

2011 2010
Assets
Cash and cash equivalents $ 543,209 S 447,167
Accounts receivable 19,775 53,489
Prepaid expenses 4,520 3,812
567,504 504,468
Property, plant and equipment 5,881 4,165
573,385 508,633
Liabilities
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 57,274 12,865
516,111 $ 495768
Net Assets represented by: '
Program development fund 326,732 S 246,603
Garden development fund * 125,846 166,178
Unrestricted net assets 63,533 82,897

S 516,111 S 495,678

* The Garden Development Fund includes $67,609 designated for the Enabling Garden. The Board has capped the capital cost
of this project at $85,000 of which $39,497 has been incurred to date. The remaining funds will be used to fund ongoing operations.

Cnndens;ed Statement of Operations for the year ended December 31

2011 2010
Revenue
Grant funding S 307,990 S 294,360
Memberships and donations 97,631 112,628
Donated materials (Note) 34,941 28,19
Enabling Garden 24,155 80,151
CVC revenue ) 25,000 25,000
Fundraising 24,930 " 22,412
Other income 27,817 35,013

542,464 597,760
Operating expenses
Salaries and benefits 316,497 274,010
Administrative and other 96,279 96,147
Enabling Garden 39,497 -
Purchased services 16,724 27,317
Donated resources and materials (Note) 34,941 28,196
Fundraising 18,183 9,622

522,121 435,292
Excess of Revenue over Expenses S 20,343 S 162,468

Note:

Volunteers contribute many hours each year in carrying out the organization's activities. Because of the difficulty of determing their fair
value, most contributed materials are not recognized in the financial statements. However, during the year, the organization received
contributed materials for which the fair market value was reasonably determined and these donations have been reflected as
expenditures at the determined value. The condensed financial statements are extracted from the financial statements examined by our
auditors, Newhouse Rusin LLP. A complete set of financial statements, together with the Independent Auditor's Report, is available on
request from Douglas Markoff, Executive Director, The Riverwood Conservancy, 4300 Riverwood Park Lane, Mississauga, ON L5C 257.

As part of TRC's Eco-friendly commitment, this publication was printed on Supreme silk
stock and contains 30% post comsumer recycled content and is FSC certified
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